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INTRODUCTION 

Background 

The Clayton County Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018 is a full update to the Clayton County Iowa 

Comprehensive previously completed in 2002.  An update is necessary as demographics and community 

goals and expectations change over time.  The Clayton County Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018 

provides background for a set of goals, strategies and actions intended to assist local officials as they make 

future decisions regarding the growth and management of the County.   

The Clayton County Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018 has been developed with a time horizon of 20 

years.  The planning area that was studied for background information, conditions and needs is the county 

boundary. 

The Clayton County Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018 was developed utilizing Smart Planning Principles 

as recommended by the Iowa Smart Planning Legislation of April, 2010.  The intent of the principles is to 

άǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭth outcomes 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ LƻǿŀΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎέ (Iowa Smart Planning Legislative Guide, 2010).  The legislation identifies several 

elements that may be included in a plan, and this document is organized with each of the following 

elements as the basis for each section or chapter:   

¶ Public Participation 

¶ Community Overview (Issues and Opportunities) 

¶ Community Character and Culture 

¶ Housing 

¶ Economic Development 

¶ Transportation 

¶ Community Facilities 

¶ Public Infrastructure and Utilities 

¶ Natural and Agricultural Resources 

¶ Land Use 

¶ Hazards 

¶ Intergovernmental Collaboration 

¶ Implementation
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A list and description ƻŦ LƻǿŀΩǎ ǘŜƴ {ƳŀǊǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ мо ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ 

Appendix A:  Smart Planning Principles and Elements. 

The Clayton County Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018 was developed by Upper Explorerland Regional 

Planning Commission with the assistance and input of Clayton County residents, the Comprehensive Plan 

Steering Committee, members of the County Planning Commission, members of the County Board of 

Supervisors, and the county administration.  

Many of the public improvements necessary to implement the plan may depend upon the development of 

other subsidiary plans such as public facility plans and/or a capital improvement plans.  The Clayton County 

Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018 and these subsidiary plans may also need adopted implementation 

measures such as amendments to the county Codes of Ordinances and Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances.  

Ultimately, the implementation of projects will depend on the resolve of the leadership of the County.  

With proactive leadership from the County Board of Supervisors, the County Planning Commissions, other 

boards and organizations and government administrations, Clayton County and its communities can 

become a stronger, more vibrant area that provides its residents with a high quality of life. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Iowa Smart Planning Guidance:  This section includes information relating to public participation during the 

creation of the comprehensive plan or land development regulations, including documentation of the public 

participation process, a compilation of objectives, policies and goals identified in the public comment 

received, and identification of the groups or individuals comprising any work groups or committees that 

were created to assist the planning and zoning commission or other appropriate decision-making body of 

the municipality. 

Public participation is an important part of the comprehensive 

planning process.  For successful implementation of the plan, county 

residents must support the goals, strategies and actions within.  To 

that end, county decision makŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ 

thoughts and opinions throughout the process.  Public input from 

citizens, steering committees, and county staff and elected officials 

has been an integral part of the smart planning process.  In addition, 

a community survey was distributed through city and county websites 

and at various publicly accessible sites around the county. 

A county-wide steering committee was formed to guide the work of 

updating the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴ.  The committee was 

made up of individuals whose backgrounds, expertise or interest 

assisted in developing a well-rounded plan.  Representatives included 

urban and rural residents, economic development representatives 

and business owners, city and county officials and staff, school 

administrators, and conservation, agricultural and historic 

preservation experts.  In addition to three countywide steering 

committee meetings, ten focus group meetings comprised of steering 

committee members were held to provide further information on 

individual components of the comprehensive plan. 

To engage the public in the planning process for the Clayton County 

Iowa Comprehensive Smart Plan 2018, Upper Explorerland Regional 

Planning Commission and the county invited the public to attend six 

public input sessions.  Two public visioning sessions allowed residents 

to share feedback on community assets and provide a vision for the 

future of Clayton County.  And four public think tank meetings 

provided participants with relevant community data and allowed 

opportunity for discussion and input into the future goals, strategies 

and actions for the comprehensive plan.

Public Visioning Meetings 

Public Think Tank Meetings 

Steering Committee Meeting 
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VISIONING SUMMARY 

During a series of visioning meetings the public was asked to discover the unique qualities in Clayton 

County and dream about what the future of the County could be in consideration of identified assets and 

values.  An overarching community vision was designed from input gathered, as well as a vision for each 

planning element addressed in the plan, as shown below: 

 

A Vision for Clayton County:  

ά/ƭŀȅǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

history, attractive rural settings, and abundant natural beauty.  These benefits draw visitors and appeal to 

long term residents alike.  The County will retain and build community vitality in the future by protecting 

unique cultural and natural amenities, increasing job and training opportunities, improving housing options, 

supporting and expanding on its agricultural heritage, and preserving services and traditions that support a 

ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 

Housing Vision  

ά9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜd.  Where homes cannot be salvaged, 

demolition of unsafe homes provides opportunities for redevelopment and enhancement of 

neighborhoods.  There is a focus on providing a diversity of high-quality rental and owner-occupied housing 

types to serve current anŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

Economic Development Vision  

ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŦŀǊƳǎΣ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ 

emerging agricultural businesses; the natural resource & tourism industries thrive on a year-round basis; 

there is job diversity & also a focus on attracting employers that reflect skills of the workforce; small 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘΤ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ϧ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ϧ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƧƻōǎΤ ϧ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾŀōƭŜΦέ 

Transportation Vision  

άRoads are kept in good repair and have ample safety features that enable efficient traffic movement; the 

transportation system is diverse and provides multi-modal and active transportation options; and public 

transportation is available to residents on an adequate ōŀǎƛǎΦέ 

 

Public Facilities and Services Vision  

άPublic education, medical, and governmental facilities and programs are maintained and improved, and 

partnerships with public and private entities both within and outside of the county are encouraged.έ 

 

Public Infrastructure and Utilities Vision  

άPublic infrastructure is maintained and updated to protect the environment and public health, emphasize 

energy efficiency, enhance recreational opportunities, consider access to communication infrastructure, 

and ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦέ 
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Natural and Agricultural Resources Vision  

ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΤ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŦŀǊƳ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ 

type is apparent; there are long term plans for promoting, developing and paying for open space and 

recreation opportunities; natural resource industries are supported but balanced in order to maintain a 

healthy environment and protect features that make the county unique; and land stewardship is practiced.έ 

 

Hazards Vision  

ά9ducation of the public and mitigation to minimize impacts of hazards such as flooding is practiced, and 

continued cooperation among first responders and other law enforcement and emergency personnel is 

fostered.έ 

 

Land Use Vision  

ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ continue to be the primary land use, which will be balanced with surrounding rural land 

uses; and there is an emphasis on protecting the integrity and esthetics of natural areas ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦέ 
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CHAPTER 1:  COUNTY OVERVIEW 

Iowa Smart Planning Guidance:  This section includes information relating to the primary characteristics of 

the municipality and a description of how each of those characteristics impacts future development of the 

municipality.  Such information may include historical information about the municipality, the municipality's 

geography, natural resources, natural hazards, population, demographics, types of employers and industry, 

labor force, political and community institutions, housing, transportation, educational resources, and 

cultural and recreational resources.  The comprehensive plan or land development regulations may also 

identify characteristics and community aesthetics that are important to future development of the 

municipality. 

Introduction 

Development of /ƭŀȅǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ begins with an overview of the county based on 

known information from past to present and projections for the next 20 year planning horizon.  This section 

gives an overview of location, history, demographic trends and background information. 

Location 

Clayton County is located in the northeast corner of Iowa.  The county is bounded on the north by 

Allamakee County, on the west by Fayette County, on the south by Delaware and Dubuque Counties and to 

the east by the Mississippi River.  Clayton County is a non-metro county and covers an area of about 779 

square miles (City-Data.com, 2018).  Almost one half of the ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ residents live in rural areas, with the 

remaining half living in the 18 communities fully within the borders of the county.  Figure 2 identifies the 

location of the communities within Clayton County and Figure 1 indicates the location of the county within 

the state.
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Figure 1: Location of Clayton County within the State of Iowa 

Figure 2: Communities in Clayton County 
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Brief History of Clayton County 

The original inhabitants of the area were various tribes of Indians, particularly the Winnebagoes, the Sauks 

or Sacs, and the Musquakees or Foxes, who hunted and fished.  The first white settlement made within the 

present limits of Clayton County was in 1833 on the Turkey River, about four miles from its mouth on the 

north side opposite Millville.  In 1836 public surveys were begun and the county was divided into 

townships.  Clayton County was then established in 1837.  It was named in honor of John Middleton 

Clayton, a lawyer, politician, and U.S. Senator from Delaware, who also served as Secretary of State under 

President Zachary Taylor (History of Clayton County, Iowa; Together with Sketches of Its Cities, Villages and 

Townships, Education, Religious, Civil, Military, and Political History; Portraits of Prominent Persons, and 

Biographies of Representative Citizens, 1882). 

  

Clayton County Courthouse and Keystone 
arch bridge over Turkey River, ca 1911 (IA 
GenWeb Project, 2018) 

Elkader, 1852 (IA GenWeb Project, 2018) 

Elkader, 1906 (IA GenWeb Project, 2018) 
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Population Characteristics 

The study of population within a Comprehensive Plan is important because it provides a statistical and 

historical profile of the community.  This section will highlight demographic trends and projections 

compiled for Clayton County. 

Population Trends 

The Census has been tracking population data for Clayton County since 1850.  During the 50-year period 

from 1850 to 1900 the population of the county increased quickly from 3,873 to 27,750 (U.S. Census 

Bureau, 1850 - 2010 Decennial Censuses & 2015 Annual Population Estimates).  Chart 1 demonstrates the 

overall population change in the county by decade from 1900 to the present.  The highest count was in 

1900 with a population of 27,750 and the population has been on an overall decline since that time.   

Chart 1: Population of Clayton County, 1900-2016 

 
(U.S. Census Bureau, 1850 - 2010 Decennial Censuses & 2015 Annual Population Estimates) 

Table 1 shows a comparison of the population change since 1900 for Clayton County and the State of Iowa.  

Clayton County experienced a large population loss during the 80s, likely due to the farm crisis of that era.  

Since then, the county has lost approximately 2 ς 3% of its population each decade.  Overall since 1900, the 

county has lost 36% of its population while the state has gained over 40% in population.  
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Table 1: County and State Population Comparison, 1900-2017 

Year 
Clayton County State of Iowa 

Number Percent Change Number Percent Change 

1900 27,750  2,231,853  

1910 25,576 -7.8% 2,224,771 -0.3% 

1920 25,032 -2.1% 2,404,021 8.1% 

1930 24,559 -1.9% 2,470,939 2.8% 

1940 24,334 -0.9% 2,538,268 2.7% 

1950 22,522 -7.4% 2,621,073 3.3% 

1960 21,962 -2.5% 2,757,537 5.2% 

1970 20,606 -6.2% 2,825,368 2.5% 

1980 21,098 2.4% 2,913,808 3.1% 

1990 19,054 -9.7% 2,776,831 -4.7% 

2000 18,678 -2.0% 2,926,324 5.4% 

2010 18,129 -2.9% 3,046,355 4.1% 

2017 17,637 -2.7% 3,145,711 3.3% 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, 1850 - 2010 Decennial Censuses & 2015 Annual Population Estimates) 

Table 2 compares the population figures for each of the incorporated communities in Clayton County, as 

well as the unincorporated area, from 1980 to 2016.  The communities of Clayton, Garber, and Volga 

experienced the greatest overall decline in population since 1980.  While the communities of Osterdock 

and Postivlle (partially in Allamakee County) noted the greatest population increase over the last decade. 

 

Table 2: Population Comparison, 1980-2016, All Cities and the County 

Community 1980 1990 2000 2010 
2016 

(estimate) 
% Change 
1980-2010 

Clayton         68          41          55          43                 39  -36.8% 

Edgewood      900       842       923       864               795  -4.0% 

Elkader   1,688    1,510    1,465    1,273           1,325  -24.6% 

Farmersburg      276       291       300       302               278  9.4% 

Garber      140       118       103          88                 88  -37.1% 

Garnavillo      723       727       754       745               824  3.0% 

Guttenberg   2,428    2,257    1,987    1,919           1,956  -21.0% 

Luana      246       190       249       269               338  9.3% 

Marquette      528       479       421       375               423  -29.0% 

McGregor      945       797       871       871               804  -7.8% 

Monona   1,530    1,520    1,550    1,549           1,495  1.2% 

North Buena Vista      155       145       124       121                 93  -21.9% 

Osterdock         35          49          50          59                 54  68.6% 

Postville   1,475    1,472    2,273    2,227           2,281  51.0% 

St. Olaf      138       125       136       108               138  -21.7% 

Strawberry Point   1,463    1,357    1,386    1,279           1,357  -12.6% 

Volga      310       306       247       208               194  -32.9% 

Clayton County 21,098 19,054 18,678 18,129 17,647 -16.4% 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 2012 - 2016) 
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Chart 2 demonstrates the change in Clayton CountyΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ мфул ǘƻ нлмл ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ ŀƎŜ 

groupings.  The county has seen a steady decline since the 1980 census in the ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όǳƴŘŜǊ нлύέ 

category.  The ά¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎ όнл-ппύέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊy has also generally declined, with a slight increase in the 

1990s.  Where once 64% of the population fell into these age groups, only 50% of the population is under 

age 45 as of the last census.  The percentage of adults in the 65 and older age range has grown 3% in the 

last three decades, but the greatest population increase occurred in the 45 - 64 age range, with an 11% 

increase (comprising approximately 1/5th of the county population in 1980 and up to almost 1/3rd by 2010).  

Understanding this distribution can help the county plan for lifestyles that ŎŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ άƻƭŘŜǊέ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ ƻǊ 

develop ways to attract young families to maintain a well-distributed population in the county. 

Chart 2: Clayton County Population by Age Group, 1980-2010 

 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Decennial Census) 

 

Chart 3 demonstrates how much each age group in Clayton County is shrinking or growing due to a net in or 

out migration.  The greatest loss of population from 2010 ς 2016 is in the 35 - 54 year age range with a 

decrease of over 25% (674 individuals), and the greatest increase in population occurs in the 55 ς 74 year 

age range with an increase of 26% (538 individuals).  There are many reasons for population migration, 

including jobs, retirement, family and medical ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƴŜǘ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

to understand why population age groups are migrating out of the county. 
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Chart 3: Net In/Out Migration by Age Group, 2000-2016 

 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 2012 - 2016) 

Population Projections 

Future population statistics can be impacted by several factors, including culture, infant mortality, quality of 

health care, life expectancy and others. Chart 4 projects the population of Clayton County out by decade to 

the year 2040.  It illustrates two growth rate trends: 1) a simple compound growth rate trend, which 

projects out the growth rate with the least amount of variance over time, and 2) and an exponential growth 

rate trend, derived from plotting the population from 1900 to the present, fitting an exponential trend line 

to the data, then using the resulting equation to project future population.  If the county continues to see 

an annual decline in growth it could reach a population of 16,281 by the year 2040.   

Chart 4: County Population Projection, 1950-2040 

 
Source: (U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Decennial Census); (UERPC, 2016) 
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County Population Summary 

Clayton County has a population of 18,129 as of the 2010 Census, down approximately 3% from the 2000 

Census.  Projections indicate that the population will continue to decline over the coming years.  The 

county has noted a steady loss in the number of people below the age of 44 over time, from 64% of the 

overall population in 1980 to 50% of the population in 2010.  In recent years this loss trend was exhibited 

by the 45 ς 54 age group as well, which experienced a 17% percent loss between 2000 ς 2016.   A 

noticeable exception to this downward trend in population occurred in the 20 ς 24 year age group between 

2000 ς 2016, which grew by 11%.  On the other hand, there has been an overall increase in the 55 ς 74 year 

old population, which has increased 25% since just 2000.  Attracting more young people to the area may be 

a necessity for future growth and vitality in the county.  Also, consideration should be given to needed 

housing, amenities and services for the older or retired age group as it continues to grow. 
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CHAPTER 2:  COMMUNITY CHARACTER AND CULTURE 

Iowa Smart Planning Guidance:  This element identifies characteristics and qualities that make the 

municipality unique and that are important to the municipality's heritage and quality of life. 

Introduction 

Community character encompasses the characteristics that make the county unique.  The physical 

character of a community, such as its architectural styles and open space, are visually apparent.  Other 

qualities are less tangible, such as heritage, culture and values.  Community character encompasses those 

visual and social aspects that are important to the quality of life in Clayton County.   

The County encompasses 779 square miles in Northeast Iowa with 18 communities fully within its 

boundaries and a wide expanse of scenic rural area.  Each community has its own unique visual features, 

most having some historic character in their downtown areas and neighborhoods, and each hosts its own 

cultural events and activities.  The following sections touch on assets within the county but is in no way an 

all-inclusive list. 

Events and Activities 

Art in the Park in Elkader 

Backbone Bluegrass Festival in Dundee, Iowa 

Clayton County Fair 

Fall Arts & Crafts Festival in McGregor 

FALL-DER-ALL Celebration (Froelich Museum in 

McGregor) 

Germanfest Celebration in Guttenberg 

Harvest Festival in Elkader 

Hay Days in Monona 

Heritage Days in Elakader 

Labor Day Parade and Festival in McGregor 

Lazy River Beer & Wine Festival in Marquette 

Leaf Arts & Crafts Festival in McGregor 

Luana Daze 

Motor Mill Art Show 

Music on Madison in Edgewood 

Northeast Iowa Artists Studio Tour 

Northeast Iowa Farm Crawl 

hǎōƻǊƴŜΩǎ hƭŘŜǊΣ ²ƛǎŜǊΣ [ƛǾŜƭƛŜǊΣ {ƻǳƭǎ όh²[{ύ 

Plagman Barn Show Days in Garber 

Railroad Days in Marquette 

River of Music concert series in Guttenberg 

Rodeo Days  in Edgewood 

Stars & Stripes Celebration in Guttenberg 

Strawberry Days Festival 

Sweet Corn Days in Elkader 

 

Recreation and Natural Resources 

Clayton County offers abundant recreational opportunities including fishing, hunting, hiking, biking, 

canoeing, snowmobiling, camping and much more.  Options for recreation include both public and 

privately-owned venues.  There are several parks throughout the county in each community and in the rural 

areas.  The County Conservation Board maintains several parks, preserves and wildlife areas throughout the 

county and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources also operates and maintains wildlife areas, 

preserves and recreation areas in the county.  These county and state assets will be explored further in the 

Natural Resources chapter of this plan. 
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Arts and Culture 

Performing Arts and Arts Centers 

Clayton County residents and visitors have opportunities to enjoy performing arts.  The Elkader Opera 

House hosts a wide range of local, regional and nationally-known artists, and the Opera House Players put 

on a spring and fall production each year.  The McGregor-Marquette Center for the Arts provides 

opportunities to experience art in a variety of forms, including paintings, drawings, photography, 

printmaking, sculpture, fiber, ceramics, music, dance, film, video, poetry, spoken, performing, literary art 

events, art classes for children and adults, and performances of music, dance, film and more.  The county 

has several private entertainment venues, such as the PromiseLand Winery where live music can be heard, 

as well as churches and community centers that host a variety of performances throughout the year. 

Community Museums

Carter House Museum In Elkader, IA 
The home, ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мурлΩǎ ōȅ IŜƴǊȅ ϧ 9ǊƴŜǎǘ /ŀǊǘŜǊ, 
is an 18-room Greek Revival mansion furnished in 19th 
century style filled with many original furnishings. 

 

Edgewood Museum 
The Edgewood Museum documents the history of the 
community and its people, businesses, schools, 
churches, and environment. 

 

  

George Maier Rural Heritage Center 
The old Elkader Sale Barn adjacent to the City Park was 
rebuilt to house a portion of George Maier's extensive 
collection of artifacts from rural Iowa history (1890 - 
1950).  

 








































































































































































































































